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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 215" DECEMBER 2025

Mass Readings are on Page 90 and Order of Mass from page 7 of the Parish Mass Book.
Reflection:

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah gives a sign from God to King Ahaz of Judah: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel” (Is 7:14). Matthew considers this prophecy as one of the
most descriptive and definite prophecies foretelling the future Messianic King, the Christ, who will be born as a
descendant of David. The Refrain for today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 24), “Let the Lord enter; He is King of
Glory” reminds us that we must choose to allow Him enter our hearts with His love and grace so our lives can be
shaped in His Image and Likeness again. We must also choose to surrender our entire being to Him so that He may
rule over our lives and we may become saints. For God never forces anyone to receive His gifts. In the second
reading, Paul asserts that Jesus was a descendant of David and thus the Messiah: “from David according to the
flesh” (Rom 1:3). Paul explains that the only begotten Son of God, become Incarnate as Jesus, was revealed and
established by the Father as Son of God in power by his Resurrection from the dead. Then Paul provides a sweeping
summary of God’s mighty acts in history through Jesus Christ.

Today’s Gospel, from Matthew, focuses on the person and role of Joseph. For Jesus to fulfill the Messianic prophecy
given by Isaiah, Joseph had to, and freely did, accept Jesus as his son. This formal acceptance made Jesus a legal
descendant of David because Joseph was a descendant of David. Hence, Matthew makes it clear that Jesus was not the
biological child of Joseph. But because Joseph was the husband of Mary at the time Jesus was born, Jesus was legally
the son of Joseph and thus a descendant of David.

Like Joseph, we need to trust in God, listen to Him, and be faithful. Although we may face financial problems, job
insecurity, tensions in the family and health concerns, let us try to be like St. Joseph, trusting and faithful. Instead of
relying on our own schemes to get us through life, let us trust in God and be strengthened by talking to Him in fervent
prayer and by listening to Him speaking through the Bible.

We need to experience Emmanuel in our lives. Do we have any gift for our “Birthday Boy?” Let us check to see if
Jesus is on our list this Christmas and if we have a special gift in mind for him. A heart filled with love for God and
our fellow-human beings is the birthday gift which Jesus really wants from us. Hence, let us prepare our heart for
Jesus, filling it with love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness on this Christmas and every day of our lives.

Let us be a Christmas gift to others, the greatest gift we can give to those we love, is to have faith in them, believe in
their good dreams and try to help them realize them.

We Pray for the sick and housebound.

John Fitzgerald. Cyril Corcoran. Eileen Toth. Anne Leavy. Margaret McAteer. Kathleen Beech. Martina
McGeehan. Jean Angus. Irene, Karen Rice. Paul and Kath Mclnenny. Keith and Linda Marshall, Jim
McGlynn. Mary McVarnock. Joe Toth. James Nally and Vincent Foy.

May God grant them good health of mind and body.

May God grant eternal rest to those who have died recently:
John Reilly. James Lanigan. Simon Peter Ankeli. Sr Edith
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Memorial Anniversary: Renee Kane (3™) Mary Mackrell (7%) on 31 Dec. Micheal Skeffington.
Tom Dunne (3%). May their souls rest in peace

Special Intentions: Pat Dinan. Con O’Donnell. Kathy and Derek Burgess. Christine Merrin.

Delia Groarke. Patricia Moran

Christmas Day Mass Intentions: Flan Griffin. Kitty, Jimmy and Gertie Purcell. Frank McGagh. The
McGrath Family. The McDermott Family. Anne Carney. Bernadette, John and Annalisa Ruddy. Chrissy and
Frey Durkin. Mother General, Mother Provincial, Mother Anna Maria. Patrick and Christina Shiels. Mary
and Michael O’Grady. Mary Groarke. Marie and Phelim Clerkin. John and Philomena Johnson. The
Sheehan Family. The Johnson Family

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS.

1. The total amount raised by the Christmas Fair is £4653.20. Thank you to everyone who attended and
helped in any way, this is a tremendous amount raised due to your hard work.

2. Thank to Jackie and her small team for decorating the altar for Christmas.

3. Funeral during the Week:
Simon Peter Ankeli RIP Funeral Mass on 23" December at 11:30 am in St Mary’s

4. The Parish office will be closed from Christmas Day and reopen on Monday January 5, 2026.

5. Next children’s Liturgy Mass will be 4™ January 2026, parents please encourage your children to take
part in the Mass.

LITURGICAL PROGRAMME FOR CHRISTMAS.

Wednesday, 24™ December 2025 Christmas Eve 5:00 pm St. Richard’s
8:00 pm St. Mary’s
Thursday, 25" December 2025 Christmas Day 9:00 am St. Richard’s
10:30 am  St. Mary’s
Friday, 26" December 2025 Feast of St. Stephen 9:30 am St. Mary’s
Thursday 1* January 2026 Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy | 9:00am St Richard’s
Mother of God 10:00am St Mary’s
Dear Parishioners,

Thank you all for being the heart of our parish family. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure make our
parish community a true reflection of Christ’s love. As we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord, I am filled
with gratitude for your unwavering support, prayers, active participation that kept our doors open to one
another, to visitors and new members to our church, and most importantly, your vibrant faith,

your devotion, dedication and love inspired me.

To our extraordinary choir, decorators, lectors, servers, welcomers, Eucharistic ministers, Church
Cleaners, offering collectors, welfare and social team, parish and finance Council members, building
committee, the Headteachers and teachers of St. Mary’s RC School and St. Richard’s RC School, our
dedicated parish Admin Secretary and all who serve behind the scenes, your dedication to the parish is a
beautiful offering. Thank you for making this Christmas so special!

Your incredible generosity with gifts, warm wishes, and stewardship during the year 2025 is deeply
humbling. Thank you for your immense love for our parish community. My special thanks to Fr. Martin
Dowd and Fr. Michael Dever for their fatherly and pastoral help.

Beloved parishioners of St. Mary’s of the Angels and St. Clare and St. Richards may your homes be blessed
with laughter, love, and the light of Christ this Christmas. Thank you for sharing your faith with me and
with one another.

Merry Christmas to you all.

Fr Kris Louis Aneke, MSP






